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C
December 14 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Gary L . Miller, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

Prelude musiC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Sonata No. 12 Johann Pezel 
Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 
Sussex Mummers’ Christmas Carol Percy Grainger 
Alleluia G .F . Handel 
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

   Christopher Blaha, Conductor

fanfare and ProCessional   .  .  .  .  .  (The audience will remain seated.)
  Procession of the Scholars William G . Harbinson
  Pomp and Circumstance Sir Edward Elgar
  Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The nATionAl AnThem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
    Led by Moriah Sprit 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

welCome and introduCtion   .  .  .  Gary L . Miller
   President, The University of Akron

greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Member
   Board of Trustees

student address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Morning
  Charles W . Kirkpatrick
 Afternoon
  Jason A . Logan

address to the Candidates   .  .  .  .  Gary L . Miller
   President, The University of Akron

The AlmA mATer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 33.)
     Led by Moriah Sprit, Student, School of Music 
     The University of Akron Brass Choir

In the morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences and  
College of Business Administration .
In the afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the College of Engineering, LeBron James Family 
Foundation College of Education, College of Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering, College of Health Professions, 
College of Applied Science and Technology and Wayne College .
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the Presentation of 
degree Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees

 Prelude from BWV 998 J .S . Bach
 Sheep May Safely Graze J .S . Bach
 Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J .S . Bach
 Pachelbel ’s Canon J . Pachelbel
 Minuet J .S . Bach
 Torna a Sorrento D . Capua
 Etude No. 3, Op. 60 M . Carcassi
 Medley of Short Pieces F . Sor
   C . Zach Wood – Guitar 

  Student, School of Music

welCome of the  
alumni assoCiation 
to the Class of 2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . .   William Kollman (’08, ’10) 

 Assistant Vice President, Alumni Relations 
 Executive Director, The Alumni Association

announCements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gary L . Miller

reCessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   The Akron Blue and Gold Fred Waring
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

*Presentation of candidates is in the order of college founding date.
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below .

Processional
The academic processional is an 
official prelude to the commence-
ment ceremony . The University 
marshal leads the procession, 
 bearing the University Mace, 
which represents the authority 
of both the University and the 
state . Follow ing the University 
marshal are the members of 
the platform party including 
trustees, recipient(s) of honorary 
degrees, and the president of the 
University who wears a medal-
lion with inscriptions represent-
ing the  history of the state and 
the University . Next come the 
 members of the faculty followed 
by the degree candidates .

The marching order of candi-
dates customarily ref lects the 
historical order in which the 
various colleges or schools of 
the University were established . 
Led by  marshals, the candidates 
for degrees march in with their 
respective colleges .

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
 commencement are of medieval 
 origin . The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves from 
the merchants and other towns-
people . When the univer sities 
first arose in the 11th  century, 
“learned clerks” robed themselves 
in gowns, caps and hoods, thus 
 signifying the  distinction between 
“town” and “gown .” As additional 
universities came into being, pro-
fessors adopted distinctive forms 
of the gown and hood for bachelor’s, 
 master’s, and doctoral degrees . 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire . 
In Europe, a professor generally 
wears the type of garment cus-
tomary in the university where he 
or she is lecturing . In the United 
States, however, professors wear 
the gown and hood of the univer-
sity where they earned their high-
est degree . All commencement 
ceremony  participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appro priate academic apparel . 
University  marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps .

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or  perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time . In the United States, the cap 
is usu ally f lat and square in shape . 
In Europe, one sometimes sees 
caps of other  varieties . Attached 
to a button atop the mortarboard 
is a tassel: associates are often 
silver in color; bachelor’s and 
master’s are black or of a color 
appropriate to the  college from 
which the candidate is being 
graduated; and doctor’s are 
 usually golden .

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings . The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black . The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves . 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 

the wrist . The  doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with  velvet 
panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
 adorned with three velvet bars .

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree . 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or aca demic discipline 
in which the degree is granted . 
Recipients of the doctor of phi-
losophy degree wear royal blue 
hoods, and their caps feature 
golden tassels . Those who have 
earned the doctor of education 
degree wear light blue hoods and 
tassels .

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
 represented by the  following hood 
and tassel colors:

Black  Applied Science 
and Technology, 
Bachelor’s

Drab Business

Gold  Polymer Science  
and Polymer 
Engineering

Green  Health Professions

Light Blue Education

Orange Engineering

Purple Law

Silver  Applied Science and 
Technology and 
Wayne College 
Associate’s

White Arts and Sciences
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the 
ceremony consists of the  banners 
of the nine colleges and the 
Graduate School . Each banner 
bears the name and founding  
date of the  college it represents . 
Banners were first instituted at 
The University of Akron in the 
spring of 1995 .

The University Seal  
and the  
Presidential  
Medallion
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authenticates 
a document . The use of official  
seals dates back to the Norman 
Conquest in 1066 . During the  
next century, seals were used 
throughout England to authen-
ticate documents . Persons of  
rank had unique seals befitting 
their  status . Most seals were 
 circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces .

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
 medieval university and continues 
to the present . The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates .

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum . A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting . Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history . The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899 . The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light) .

The Presidential Medallion 
was presented by the Alumni 
Association in 1970, commemo-
rating the University’s centen-
nial . The medallion is a symbol 
of the authority of the  president, 
as bestowed by the Board of 
Trustees, that traditionally is 
worn by the president on impor-
tant  ceremonial occasions .

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College .

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and govern mental 
bodies . The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
 formal academic occasions .

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899 . 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University Board of Trustees

Trustees
Joseph M . Gingo, j .d . (’71)
 Chair

Olivia P . Demas, j .d . (’91, ’95)
 Vice Chair

Alfred V . Ciraldo, m .d . (’76)
 Vice Chair

Lewis W . Adkins, Jr ., j .d . (’92)
Roland H . Bauer, j .d . (’09*)
Cindy P . Crotty
Michael J . Dowling (’87)
Thomas F . Needles
William A . Scala (’75)

*Honorary Doctorate

Student Trustees
Andrew M . Adolph
Taylor A . Bennington

Advisory Trustees
Anthony J . Alexander, j .d .  
 (’72, ’75, ’09*)
David W . James

Officers of the Board
M . Celeste Cook, j .d . (’84, ’87)
 Secretary of the Board 
  Vice President and General Counsel

John J . Reilly, j .d .
 Assistant Secretary of the Board  
   Associate Vice President and  

Deputy General Counsel

Officers
Gary L . Miller
 President

Joseph R . Urgo
 Executive Vice President  
  and Provost (Interim)

John C . Green
   Special Assistant to the President  
  for Strategy and Transition

Rex D . Ramsier (’87, ’89) 
  Executive Vice President/ 

 Chief Administrative Officer

Kimberly M . Cole (’93, ’95)
 Vice President of Development

M . Celeste Cook (’84, ’87)
 Vice President and General Counsel

Wayne Hill
  Vice President/Chief of Staff

Jolene A . Lane
  Vice President for Inclusion and 

 Equity and Title IX Coordinator

John A . Messina (’11)
 Vice President for Student Affairs

Nathan J . Mortimer
  Vice President of Finance and  

  Administration and  
Chief Financial Officer

Deans
Elizabeth A . Kennedy (’90, ’93, ’00)
 College of Applied Science  
  and Technology and 
  College of Health Professions  

 ( Interim)

Linda M . Subich
  Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences 

 (Interim)

Susan C . Hanlon
  College of Business Administration 

 (Interim)

Craig C . Menzemer
  College of Engineering (Interim)

Marnie M . Saunders
 Graduate School (Acting)

Donald D . Quinn
 The Drs. Gary B. and  
   Pamela S. Williams Honors College 

(Acting)

Christopher C . J . Peters
  School of Law

Ali Dhinojwala
  College of Polymer Science and  

 Polymer Engineering (Interim)

Aimée L . deChambeau
 University Libraries

Jarrod Tudor 
  Wayne College and 

 The LeBron James Family   
 Foundation College of Education  
  (Interim)

University Officers & Deans
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University Marshals

Afternoon
Marshal
Kelly Chaff

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Cherie Sedlock

Assistant Marshals
Jeanette Berger  
Pamela Bonnett 
Malik Elbuluk 
Lisa Hart  
Doug Hubert  
Nancy Lupi  
Marcia Main  
Alex Meibos  
Cherie Sedlock  
Mark Soucek  
Janice Steinmetz  
Guillermo Torres  
Robert Veillette  
Jennifer Warren  
Doug Woods  

Morning
Marshal
Andrew Platt

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Mary Myers

Assistant Marshals
Cortney Benjamin  
Eric Brisker  
Valerie Ifill  
Dwayne Jones  
Matthew Kolodziej  
Steven C . Myers  
John Reeves  
Pam Schulze  
Michael Spayd  
Claire Tessier  
Kathryn Vasko
Eric Wasserman  
Anne Wiley  
Gregory Wilson
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University Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by Lori Palmer .

Morning
 Dave Harris
       National Alumni Board

 Christopher Keppler
  School of Communication

Afternoon
 William Torgler
   Exploratory Advising and Academic Support

 Annal Vyas
   Experiential Learning Center for  

 Entrepreneurship and Civic Engagement

University Orators

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:



University Faculty Representatives

Morning
Raymond Cox  
Alexa Fox  
Ray Gehani  
John Huss  
Karl Kaltenthaler  
Chelsea Law  
Nic Leipzig
Sergei Lyuksyutov  
Hung Nguyen  
Stacey Nofziger  
Yi Pang
John Queener
Leah Shriver
Melissa Stallard  
Ann Usher  
Charles Waehler  
Martin Wainwright
Ingrid Weigold
Mark Welf ley

Afternoon
Rouzbeth Amini
George Chase
Stephen Cheng
Steven Chuang
Malik Elbuluk
Zarreen Farooqi  
Jamal Feerasta  
Christine Heifner Graor
Li Jia
Karen Jordan
Abraham Joy 
Nic Leipzig
Chen Ling
Lingyun Liu
Christopher Miller
Lynne Pachnowski  
Rikki Patton 
Coleen Pugh 
Nita Sahai  
Robert M . Schwartz  
Linda Shanks
Wang Shengyong
Mark Soucek
Carolyn Sutter  
Hossein Tavana
Evonn Welton  
Patrick Wilbur
Stacey Willett  
Craig Wise  
Carrie Wissner
Shing-Chung Wong
Change Ye
Nicole Zacharia
Michele Zelko
Jie Zheng 

nine
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Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken .  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4 .00 .
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree, 
 having completed a minimum 
of 30 credits at The University 
of Akron .
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows .

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .80 to 4 .00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .60 to 3 .79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .40 to 3 .59

Associate  
Honors Designation
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .80 to 4 .00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .60 to 3 .79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .40 to 3 .59

Graduation With Honors

Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumula-
tive quality point ratios of at 
least 3 .40 . The Williams Honors 
College encourages and assists 
exceptionally talented students 
to achieve high distinction in 
academic work from freshman 
through senior levels and  fosters 
respect and appreciation for 
superior intellectual  achievement . 
Williams Honors Scholars have 
completed honors courses, an 
honors colloquium sequence 
and individually designed senior 
 honors projects .
Saleh Saud M . Almutairi
Daniel J . Becker
Emily L . Bishop
Erin M . Chips
Kailey A . Christman
Brandon L . Combs
Justin C . Edwards
Grant C . Ferrell
Grant J . Gates
Ian J . Hames
Matthew P . Hammond
Victoria R . Kanel
Harvey G . Kenworthy
Jonathan F . Konopka
Nicholas J . Lanz
Kristen E . Lauck
Victoria J . Lehtimaki
Peter Loferski
Lydia J . Mainzer
Karris R . McCollum
Madison L . McKinney
Myranda C . Miller
Chase A . Minor
Ileia N . Nagelkirk
Danielle M . Nicholson
Nicholas W . Nutial
Corinne N . Plas
Sonia P . Potter
Ciara J . Rich
Jessica R . Ricks
Haley B . Riemenschneider
Geoffrey K . Sarpong
Colwell Shupe
Jared S . Skinner
Dasha A . Smith
Katelyn A . Tolbert
Aimee L . Trunko
Gina R . Tubo
Logan R . Usher

Distinguished Students
The Distinguished Student 
Program recognizes and 
encourages excellence 
among  academically  talented 
students at Wayne College . 
Distinguished Students have 
 com pleted their degree studies 
and the requirements of the 
Distinguished Student Program 
with a cumulative quality point 
ratio of at least 3 .40 . 
Allison D . Ferrell
Eliza J . Goebel
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HRalph J . Palmisano, Esq . will receive the Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree

Ralph J . Palmisano
An Akron native and graduate of Akron North High School, Ralph J . Palmisano earned 

a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education from The University of Akron in 1970 and a Juris Doctor 
degree from the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law in 1973 . Following his admission to the bar, he 
practiced law in Cleveland for 10 years then moved his practice to Akron in 1983 . A partner in the 
Akron law firm of Hanna Rasnick Evanchan Palmisano Hobson & Fox, LLC, he represents clients 
in corporate, financing, real estate development, corporate acquisition and product liability defense 
matters . Mr . Palmisano is a member of the Summit County Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association .

Since his days as a member of the Lone Star Fraternity at The University of Akron, 
Mr . Palmisano has been an active and committed member in civic and social organizations in the 
region, serving on the boards of the Akron City Club, the Community Hall Foundation of the 
Akron Civic Theatre where he also served as president, the Downtown Akron Partnership, the 
Revere Gridiron Club and the Revere Youth Football Association .

Mr . Palmisano has honored his Italian heritage through his membership and participation 
in the Italian American Professional Businessman’s Association and numerous other activities in the 
Italian American community of Akron .

Mr . Palmisano was appointed to the Board of Trustees of The University of Akron by 
Governor Ted Strickland in 2010 . He has served the Board and the University well, chairing the 
Finance & Administration Committee (2011-2017), the Strategic Issues Committee (2017-2019), and 
the Finance, Fiscal Policy and Investment Committee (2010-2011) . He also served as a member of the 
Presidential Advisory & Screening Committee (2018-2019); Safety & Facilities Special Committee 
(2018-2019); Audit & Compliance Committee (2014-2019); Nominating Committee (2017-2018); 
Personnel & Compensation Committee (2011-2017); Academic Issues & Student Success Committee 
(2013-2016); Strategic Issues Committee (2011-2014); Rules Committee (2011-2013); Educational 
Policy & Student Affairs Committee (2010-2011); External Affairs Committee (2010-2011); Facilities 
Planning & Oversight Committee (2010-2011); and Trusteeship Committee (2010-2011) . From 2013 to 
2019 he served on the Board of The University of Akron Research Foundation . His term as a member 
of the Board of Trustees expired on July 1, 2019 .

Mr . Palmisano and his wife, Barbara, reside in Medina .

The University of Akron 
Honorary Degree Recipient
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees

December 14, 2019 
Morning
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Linda M. Subich

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Keti G. Bertman
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Salem State University
Dissertation: “Synthesis of 
Organic Small-Molecule 
Fluorescent Probes for Chemical 
and Biological Applications”
Adviser: Dr . Yi Pang

Celina R. Cahalane
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Novel Approaches 
Towards Understanding and 
Combating Inflammation and 
Infection”
Adviser: Dr . Leah Shriver

Bethanie Cavalier
Counseling Psychology
MA, BA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Attachment Theory: 
Comparing the Relationship 
Between Attachment Hierarchies 
and Life Satisfaction Among 
Young-Old and Mid-Old Adults”
Adviser: Dr . Charles Waehler

Dipendra Dahal*
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
MS, BS, Tribhuvan University
Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Characterization of Novel 
Excited State Intramolecular 
Proton Transfer (ESIPT) 
Cyanine Dyes with Near Infrared 
(NIR) Emission for Biological 
Applications”
Adviser: Dr . Yi Pang

Innocent S. Demshemino
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, American University of Nigeria
Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Photophysical Studies of Self-
Assembled Chromophores”
Adviser: Dr . David A . Modarelli

Beth E. Gersper
Urban Studies and Public Affairs
MPA, The University of Akron;  
BS, The Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Network Analysis 
of Drugs of Abuse in Ohio and 
Policy Implications”
Adviser: Dr . Raymond W . Cox III

Anna K. Harrington
Psychology – Adult Development and 
Aging
MA, The University of Akron;  
MS, Old Dominion University;  
BS, University of Pittsburgh
Dissertation: “Future-Care 
Planning and Communication in 
Midlife”
Adviser: Dr . Harvey Sterns

Dionna D. Richardson*
History
BA, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Purloined Subjects: 
Race, Gender, and the Legacies 
of Colonial Surveillance in the 
British Caribbean”
Adviser: Dr . A . Martin 
Wainwright

Charity A. Smith*
Counseling Psychology
MS, Loyola College;  
BA, Hood College
Dissertation: “Perfectionism and 
Alcohol Use Disorder: A Factor 
Analytic Study”
Adviser: Dr . Ingrid K . Weigold

Dawna F. Wensel*
Sociology
BA, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Impacts of Social 
Bonds on Crime in the Transition 
Between Adolescence and Young 
Adulthood”
Adviser: Dr . Stacey Nofziger

twelve
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Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Linda M. Subich

master of arts
Afras Khalid S . Alharbi

English
Maya A . Curtis

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Bryon J . Dickon

English
Elliot E . Georgiadis*

Communication
Jeremiah M . Luke*

Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Alison L . MacDonald
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Randall S . Slonaker*
History

Lauren C . Sprowls
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Ryan K . Thibodeau*
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Kaitlyn R . Wentz
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Jessica L . Wilson
History

Ginelle L . Wolfe*
Counseling Psychology

master of arts  
in PolitiCal sCienCe
Lauren D . Fletcher

Security Studies

master of fine arts  
in Creative writing
Nicole L . Burdge

Creative Writing

master of musiC
Christopher J . Coles

Music – Woodwinds Performance
Meggan E . Conti

Music Education –  
Choral/General Music

Emarii B . Holton Lopes
Music – Voice Performance

Jason D . Klinect
Music Education – Instrumental

Steven V . Lockstedt
Music Education – Instrumental

master of PuBliC 
administration
Michael Angerstien

Public Administration
Joan A . Busic

Public Administration
Sunday J . Odekunle

Public Administration
Erika M . Stafford

Public Administration

master of sCienCe
Mostafa Abdelaziz

Chemistry
Najaya S . Al Hajri

Applied Mathematics
Ahmed A . Alrheili

Statistics
Fiyhan Nasser M Alsubaie

Statistics
Daniel J . Becker

Applied Mathematics
Kayla A . Calapa

Biology
Anthony J . Cava

Chemistry
Gerald Crutchfield

Biology
Grant T . Gilmore

Chemistry
Jorian C . Krob

Geology
Michael A . Lambur

Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Phong V . Nguyen
Computer Science

Gardenia Pacheco
Chemistry

Xiaofeng Qu
Computer Science

Syed Rafiquddin
Chemistry

Seyed Mostafa Razavi
Computer Science

Timothy A . Schmucker
Geology

Kelvin X . Tsagli
Physics

Nicholas J . Wander
Geology

Matthew W . York
Biology

Eric Zimmerman
Statistics

thirteen
*Summer 2019 Graduate

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 



College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Interim Dean Susan C. Hanlon

master of arts
James P . Imhoff

Economics
Tooba Shah

Economics

master of Business 
administration
Madison L . Baer

Business Interdisciplinary
Madison J . Copley

Business Interdisciplinary
Francis E . Factora*

Business Interdisciplinary
Melissa R . Foster

Management
Brendan M . Kilbane

Supply Chain Management
Jordan C . Lance

Business Interdisciplinary
Sean N . Levy

Strategic Marketing
Nicholas D . Mucci

Business Interdisciplinary
Olugbenga O . Oredein*

Business Interdisciplinary
Sean C . Owens

Business Interdisciplinary
Courtney J . Posante

Finance
Mekenzie L . Prentiss

Business Interdisciplinary
Gregory M . Schoenewald

Business Interdisciplinary
Joshua D . Shearer

Business Interdisciplinary
Tracy J . Thomas*

Business Interdisciplinary
Stephanie Wilton

Management

master of sCienCe  
in aCCountanCy
Melanie Jacobs

Accounting
John A . Lynch

Accounting
Owen T . Pullar

Accounting

master of sCienCe  
in management
Patricia Giralt

Information Systems Management
Bethany C . Loepp

Supply Chain Management
Satish Naraharasetty

Information Systems Management

master of taxation
Toby Kaye

Taxation
Jesse W . Marshik

Taxation
Kate A . Venable

Taxation

fourteen

Candidates for Master’s Degrees (cont .)

*Summer 2019 Graduate



Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Linda M. Subich

BaChelor of arts
Jasim Abbasi
Ahmed M . Adas

Cum Laude
Erabo Akhigbe

Cum Laude
Kyrsten A . Alleman
Katherine N . Amos
Connor J . Baker

Cum Laude
Shavone Banton
Rebecca M . Barker

Magna Cum Laude
Anthony J . Barnes Jr .
Isaac S . Beal

Summa Cum Laude
Malcolm Bello
Micah S . Bergey
Kelsee L . Bergstrom
Emily L . Bishop

Cum Laude
Leann M . Bishop

Summa Cum Laude
Michaela K . Bloam
Rachel M . Broad

Cum Laude
Sarah A . Buchtel

Magna Cum Laude
Allen R . Chaffman
Kailey A . Christman

Summa Cum Laude
Lisa Clark
Emily A . Clay
Brandon L . Combs

Summa Cum Laude
Dontazia L . Cotton
Rylee G . Cupp
Matthew J . Dargay
Bridget E . Davey
Bruce J . Davis
Uros Djosanovic
Cassaundra L . Duncan
Justin C . Edwards
Zachary R . Eldred

Magna Cum Laude
Aaron R . Erhardt
Matthew J . Farkas

Summa Cum Laude
Michaela M . Ferrara

Magna Cum Laude
Faith J . Ferrell

Cum Laude
Jacob Fink

Cum Laude
Paige E . Flanery
Courtney J . Fowler
Gabriel R . Fuller
Jenna M . Gasser
Andrea R . Georges

Kyle J . Gloeckner
Jay T . Goliat Heilman
Falor C . Gono
Brian J . Gross
Joseph C . Haas
Brittany A . Hartman
Kristin N . Hastings
Unique I . Haugabook
Marko C . Horattas Jr .
Alisha M . Howard
Brandon W . Hudson
Chad R . Hummel
Paul B . Jamison

Cum Laude
Kyrstyn Kehler
Stephanie K . Keown

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha M . Knapp
Kalen M . Knight
Morgan H . Kopycinski
Aubrie A . Kraus Englehart
Jovana Kunovska
Milos Kupusovic
Michael J . Kyle II
Nicholas J . Lanz

Magna Cum Laude
Kristen E . Lauck

Summa Cum Laude
Woungmit Lepcha
Laura A . Loop
Asante I . Lovette
Isabella P . Maguire

Cum Laude
Lydia J . Mainzer

Cum Laude
Mohammad W . Malik
Donovan A . Manning

Summa Cum Laude
Emily E . Matusz

Magna Cum Laude
Michael D . McGroarty
Angelica M . McMullen*

Cum Laude
Emily F . Miller

Summa Cum Laude
Melisa D . Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Wiktoria Moroz

Summa Cum Laude
Alexandra M . Morrison

Magna Cum Laude
Michael V . Mosley
Logan N . Muetzel
Tara J . Murphy
Kristen R . Napholz

Cum Laude
Nichole C . Oppihle

Magna Cum Laude
Arden L . Palmquist
Brielle K . Paul

Magna Cum Laude
Adam W . Penney

Suliman Pervaiz
Jillian R . Phipps
Corinne N . Plas

Summa Cum Laude
Evan D . Pol
Samaria D . Porter

Cum Laude
Dustin J . Portis

Cum Laude
Sonia P . Potter

Summa Cum Laude
Dayna M . Rabatin
Samuel Z . Ramella

Cum Laude
Ciara J . Rich
Tyler D . Rieman
Gregory J . Rondy

Cum Laude
Thomas R . Ryan
Sean M . Savinell

Cum Laude
Stephanie K . Sawicki
Ashley M . Schaffer

Cum Laude
Matthew R . Schertz
Paige C . Sexton
Eric W . Skidmore
Sadie-Lynn M . Snyder
Taylor J . Sowinski
Christopher L . Stahler
Dorothy G . Stalnaker
Tara R . Stevens

Cum Laude
Amanda L . Stricklen

Cum Laude
Mikayla R . Stull
Colin F . Styer
Sarah W . Talbott

Magna Cum Laude
Jiayan Tong
Tera A . Trowbridge

Cum Laude
Aimee L . Trunko

Summa Cum Laude
Bryce L . Tucker
Emily R . Turek
Zadarius Q . Varner
Emily R . West
Hailey C . Wetzel
Kristina J . While

Summa Cum Laude
Avery S . Whitman

Magna Cum Laude
Jake B . Wiandt
Marcus A . Winters
Madeline J . Wise

Cum Laude
Brandi N . Yetzer

Magna Cum Laude
Bradley W . Zimmerman
Carly E . Zimmerman

Cum Laude

fifteen
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Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees



BaChelor of fine arts
Joseph K . Akinyemi
Stephanie C . Anderson
Courtney F . Blaha

Summa Cum Laude
Brooke E . Ellis

Summa Cum Laude
Alexa M . Hurford*
Morgan B . Jones
Alexandra M . Morrison

Magna Cum Laude
Mark W . Roberts

Summa Cum Laude
Kirsten T . Sprague
Lilia G . Varela
Kristina J . Wolin

Cum Laude

BaChelor of musiC
Marie E . Conti(1)

Magna Cum Laude
Alex R . Gesaman

Cum Laude
JoAnna M . Hrepcak

Cum Laude
Johnney J . Johnson Jr .

Cum Laude
Lacey R . Kinsey

Magna Cum Laude
Allison E . Littlejohn

Magna Cum Laude
Peter Loferski(1)

Summa Cum Laude
William A . Myers

Cum Laude
Alden P . Smith

Summa Cum Laude
Moriah J . Sprit

Summa Cum Laude
Melanie L . Stoll

Cum Laude
Gillian R . Strait

Magna Cum Laude
Nancy K . Thorn

Summa Cum Laude
Kevin J . Walters

Summa Cum Laude
John N . Zazo

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe
Daniel J . Becker

Cum Laude
Eldin Beganovic
Robert D . Bell IV
Yuliya Butumbayeva

Summa Cum Laude
Karlton T . Cherry
Kailey A . Christman

Summa Cum Laude
DeAaron D . Clarke
Collin R . Coben

Magna Cum Laude

Madison J . Copley
Virren V . Desai
Ahmed M . El-Kulak
Nour M . Elsheemy

Summa Cum Laude
Allison D . Ferrell

Cum Laude
Brett R . Ferrell
Grant C . Ferrell

Summa Cum Laude
Lucas J . Gilkey
Nickolaus J . Gotsiridze

Summa Cum Laude
Rewan B . Hassanain
Jacob V . Hostutler
Austin J . Hunter
Charles W . Kirkpatrick

Cum Laude
Nicholas J . Lanz

Magna Cum Laude
MacKenzie B . Less
Alexis C . Lockard
Michael E . Logsdon

Cum Laude
Madison R . McKeever
Kaitlyn E . Meece
Brooke A . Mitchell
Zoltan D . Namenyi
Joshua J . Newell
Asong Ngu
Jaime J . Rios
Geoffrey K . Sarpong

Cum Laude
Sydney B . Sedlack

Magna Cum Laude
Jared S . Skinner

Cum Laude
Vanessa K . Slaughter

Cum Laude
Dillon C . Smith
Kevin A . Stein

Magna Cum Laude
Henry J . Strawn
Petros Tesfamariam Tekeste
Paul D . Toth
Gina R . Tubo

Summa Cum Laude
Kayla Turner
Logan R . Usher

Cum Laude
Zachary T . Wheat
Taylor R . Wilson
Paige A . Zachrich

Magna Cum Laude

(1)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines

BaChelor of arts  
in anthroPology
Anthony M . Greenaway
Alex J . Shumaker

BaChelor of arts 
in Child and family 
develoPment
Azia Rose-Mary Alexander
Taija S . Ashcraft
Shaleya L . Cabell
Chantel S . Givens
Brandy D . Jones
Allison M . LaBuda

Summa Cum Laude
Maria N . McNeill

Magna Cum Laude
Jalyn R . Meade
Kaylin J . Swanson Sr .

Magna Cum Laude
Madeline A . VanHorn*
Danielle N . Williams
Brittany C . Young

BaChelor of arts in 
fashion merChandising
Ciara Cheatham
Genevia J . Cheatham
Ciapriana D . Moore
Peter T . Mugwagwa Jr .
Madisen L . Ngo
Samantha Portis

Cum Laude

BaChelor of arts  
in interior design
Tyler W . Bertelsen
Katelyn A . Tolbert

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of arts  
in multidisCiPlinary 
studies
Alexander Asser
Tara R . Benson
Matthew T . Bolovan
Jordyn N . Etling
Kristen Flaherty
Pamela J . Gibson
Tanya C . Harpley
Nicole M . Orchosky

Summa Cum Laude
Jessica R . Pol
Christina R . Sopko
Alicia A . Woods

Summa Cum Laude
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BaChelor of sCienCe 
in ComPuter sCienCe
Sriveda R . Alety
Rahul Reddy Challa
Kyle F . Fuson
Grant J . Gates

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob J . Hanchett
Amr A . Hassanein
Brandon N . Herman
Daniel E . Hollo
Brandon S . Meier

Magna Cum Laude
Vlad Mirea
Kevin P . O’Neil
Stephen R . Shearer
Bradley R . Snyder
Aditya Surabhi
Rawan T . Tohari
Brenda M . Trevizo Nava

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in geograPhy –  
geograPhiC 
information sCienCes
Chase A . Minor

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in PolitiCal sCienCe/
Criminal JustiCe
Elisabeth Nicole Dennison
Erik N . Dirker

Magna Cum Laude
Alec S . Dziak
Del’Kita M . Johnson
Caleb J . Koschnick
Mackenzie P . Kosco

Magna Cum Laude

Jordan R . Cantrell
Michael A . Cardarelli
Anna R . Cartwright
Mitchell Chaboudy
Adaeze J . Chukwukere
James Coates Jr .
John E . Condon IV
Grace L . Davis
Carrie E . Donnelly
Chase W . Edwards

Summa Cum Laude
Jordan S . Evans
Zachary S . Fulmer
Zachary Gaylord

Cum Laude
McKal M . Griffin

Magna Cum Laude
Michael R . Guddy
Scott T . Harmon
Hannah G . Harris
Nuda M . Hassen
Kimberly A . Holmes

Cum Laude
Emily Hooke

Cum Laude
Tanner J . Houska
Scott P . Hubbard
Rachael E . Hudson
John M . Hyneman
Loren C . Jackson
Clifford T . Johnson III
Emilee A . Johnson
Nicholas A . Joyner
Klay R . Kahle

Summa Cum Laude
Katherine Elizabeth Karapunarly

Cum Laude
Trista M . Karson
Timmothy R . Keller
Pamela S . Kirik
Caroline R . Knops(2)

David V . Kowalski
Summa Cum Laude

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Interim Dean Susan C. Hanlon

BaChelor of arts
Karris R . McCollum

Magna Cum Laude
Manuel Maria Pinto de Andrade 

Cordeiro
Dasha A . Smith

BaChelor of Business 
administration
Joseph R . Adams
Fahad Khalid A . Al Najrani
Mohammed H . ALMohammadi
Mohammad O . Alzahrani Sr .
Abdulrahman S . Alzaid
Jaret N . Anderson

Summa Cum Laude
Madelyn M . Assenheimer
Kyle W . Bauman

Magna Cum Laude
Pamela S . Baylor
Brandon T . Beausoleil
Aidan P . Bellucci

Summa Cum Laude
Amber N . Benson
Jonas Birch
Sara Bradford

Summa Cum Laude
Haley A . Bradley
Timothy J . Breiding
Sara K . Broadbent
Ashley E . Brown
Jason R . Brown
Jacob J . Burchfield
Jacob P . Busch
Brandon A . Buttolph

Cum Laude

seventeen
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(2)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines



Chase H . Lajara
Cum Laude

David C . Lewis II
Jonathan G . Mabee
Justin F . Madej
Abigail R . Malek

Cum Laude
Felicia J . Martz
Ronald R . Monroe III
Nicholas W . Nutial

Cum Laude
Thomas A . Paolucci
Alurra N . Parks
Gabrielle R . Pedone(3)

Courtney M . Pendleton
Dillon J . Perrin

Cum Laude
Tristen M . Pursley
Jordan H . Rajiah
Ian C . Rechtenbach
Haley B . Riemenschneider

Summa Cum Laude
Abigail L . Roberts

Magna Cum Laude
Clayton J . Roessler
Tristan D . Ross*
Austin J . Saal
Omar J . Salagoor
Nicholas Schepis
Delaney E . Schoonover
Colwell Shupe

Cum Laude
Bryan F . Sicker
Brian G . Soldierson
Evan M . Spiech
Shiryl A . Stafford(3)

Jeffrey S . Swan(3)

Magna Cum Laude
Dylan R . Swank

Magna Cum Laude
Reagan K . Sweeney
Katherine L . Taylor
Justin W . Terrell

Summa Cum Laude
Giovannie M . Topazio
Caitlin E . Vari

Summa Cum Laude
Darian M . Veal
Joshua B . Ward
Joshua J . Weaver
Joseph B . Wojciechowski
Cody A . Wooley
Franklin V . Yacapraro

Cum Laude
Ryan M . Yakubik

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in laBor eConomiCs
Michael P . Grifa
Natalie E . Martucci

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in aCCounting
Anthony Auth
Jacquez E . Battle
Evan S . Beardmore
Matthew W . Berner

Cum Laude
Kenneth C . Breeden Jr .
Erin M . Chips

Summa Cum Laude
Jackson A . Cline
Chad W . Dorsey

Summa Cum Laude
Carla El Rassi
Shayla E . Gasanova

Summa Cum Laude
Sheila J . Graf
Zachary T . Hilbert
Joseph A . Hill
Kelly M . Hull
Zachary T . John

Cum Laude
Kayla Keys
Jonathan F . Konopka

Magna Cum Laude
Joshua M . Kovach
Ammar Kulic
Brianne N . Lowe

Cum Laude
Jacob T . Lucas

Cum Laude
Richard L . Malutic
Adrian L . Mendez
Amber M . Miller
Tyler M . Palcisco
Evan T . Petty

Summa Cum Laude
Noah Reider
Jessica R . Ricks

Magna Cum Laude
Erica Sams
Daniel J . Schroeder

Magna Cum Laude
Catherine A . Schuler
Noah D . Turner
Amanda J . Van Stavern

Cum Laude
Evan M . Walsh

Summa Cum Laude
Jason L . Weaver

Magna Cum Laude
Jonathan R . Weaver
Alexander P . Wintucky

Cum Laude
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*Summer 2019 Graduate
(3)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  

Two Disciplines



Buchtel College 
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Linda M. Subich

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe  
in Criminal JustiCe 
studies
Rachel M . Batten

With High Distinction
Sarah E . Batten

With High Distinction
Adam D . Daugherty
Samuel J . Kerr
Alexis C . Lockard
Madison J . Mahan
Jackson H . Pemberton
Justin A . Vaughan

nineteen

Candidates for Associate Degrees



December 14, 2019 
Afternoon
College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Ruba A. Alamad
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, University of Jordan
Dissertation: “Flood Risk 
Management and Visualization”
Adviser: Dr . Chen Ling and 
Dr . Wang Shengyong

Paul Donald Bishop
Engineering – Biomedical
MS, BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Geometry and 
Plaque Morphology of the 
Superficial Femoral Artery with 
Clinical Implications”
Adviser: Dr . Francis Loth

Ashish D. Gadhave*
Engineering – Chemical
M .Tech, B .Tech, University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Fuel-Water 
Coalescing Filters”
Adviser: Dr . George G . Chase

Md. Zakirul Islam
Engineering – Electrical
BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology
Dissertation: “Design and 
Performance Analysis of Rare-
Earth-Free Five-Phase Permanent 
Magnet Assisted Synchronous 
Reluctance Motor”
Adviser: Dr . Malik E . Elbuluk

Mostak Mohammad*
Engineering – Electrical
BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology, Dhaka
Dissertation: “Optimization of 
Inductive Wireless Charging 
Systems for Electric Vehicles: 
Minimizing Magnetic Losses and 
Limiting Electromagnetic Field 
Emissions”
Adviser: Dr . Malik E . Elbuluk

Prajakatta Mulay
Engineering – Chemical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BTech, Institute of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Synthesis of  
Folate-Targeted Poly(Ethylene 
Glycol)-Based Conjugates and 
their Precursors”
Adviser: Dr . Lingyun Liu

Lin Pan
Engineering – Chemical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Qingdao University of Science
Dissertation: “Electrospinning 
of Spring Supported Tubular 
Nanofiber Media and Its 
Application”
Adviser: Dr . George G . Chase

Ahmad A. Qurashi
Engineering – Civil
MS, The University of Akron;  
MS, Gannon University;  
BS, King Abdulaziz University
Dissertation: “Turning Movements 
Using Data with Perturbation”
Adviser: Dr . Ping Yi

Sayed Cyrus Rezvanifar
Engineering – Biomedical
BS, Isfahan University of Technology
Dissertation: “Computational 
Analysis and Anatomical 
Characterization of Trochlear 
Dysplasia in Patellar Instability”
Adviser: Dr . Rouzbeh Amini

Pradip Shahi Thakuri
Engineering – Biomedical
BS, Purbanchal University
Dissertation: “Modeling Anti-
Cancer Drug Resistance Using 
Tumor Spheroids”
Adviser: Dr . Hossein Tavana

Gayatri S. Shrikhande
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Institute of Chemical Technology 
(ICT), India
Dissertation: “Functionalization 
and Synthesis of Difunctional 
Folate-targeted Polymeric 
Conjugates for Potential 
Diagnostic Applications”
Adviser: Dr . Jie Zheng

Shaghayegh Sorouri
Engineering – Civil
BS, Sharif University of Technology
Dissertation: “Enhancing 
the Effective Use of PAC in 
Drinking Water Treatment 
Using Fluorescence Spectroscopy 
Measurements”
Adviser: Dr . Christopher  
 M . Miller

Kaylee Brianne Sutton
Engineering – Applied Mathematics
MS, The University of Akron;  
MS, BS, BA, John Carroll University
Dissertation: “Post-Application 
Flow Properties of Architectural 
Paints: The Link Between 
Environmental Factors, Rheology 
and Application Properties”
Adviser: Dr . J . Patrick Wilbur

Jiawei Wu
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BE, Soochow University
Dissertation: “Study on 
Epoxidized Poly (Styrene-
Butadiene-Styrene) Modified 
Epoxy Resins”
Adviser: Dr . Shing-Chung Wong

Hao Zhang
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, BS, Northwestern Polytechnical 
University
Dissertation: “Energy 
Assisted-Surface Severe Plastic 
Deformation Of Hard-To-Deform 
Metals”
Adviser: Dr . Chang Ye and  
Dr . Yalin Dong

twenty

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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College of Polymer 
Science and Polymer 
Engineering
Founded 1988

Interim Dean Ali Dhinojwala

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Ramadan Abouomar
Polymer Science
MS, BS, Minufia University
Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Thermodynamics of Nanoparticles 
Prepared by Single-Chain 
Collapse of Siloxane-Containing 
Linear and Hyperbranched 
Polymers .”
Adviser: Dr . Coleen Pugh

Abdala Bashir
Polymer Science
BA, University of Minnesota
Dissertation: “Bio-Based 
Resins and Filler for Use in 
Thermosetting Composites”
Adviser: Dr . Coleen Pugh

Anisa Cobaj*
Polymer Engineering
BS, Baldwin Wallace University
Dissertation: “The Effects of 
Urethane Methacrylates on 
the Film Properties of Acrylic-
Urethane Hybrid Latexes”
Adviser: Dr . Mark Soucek

Pei-Zhen Jian
Polymer Engineering
MS, BS, National Chiao Tung 
University
Dissertation: “Fabrication 
of Solvent and Temperature 
Sensitive Polymer Bilayer Bending 
Actuators”
Adviser: Dr . Kevin Cavicchi

Heyi Liang
Polymer Science
BS, Fudan University
Dissertation: “Rational Design of 
Soft Materials through Chemical 
Architectures”
Adviser: Dr . Andrey Dobrynin

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Jarrod Tudor

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Ebtesam M. Alqahtani
Secondary Education
MS, The University of Akron;  
BSED, King Abdulaziz University
Dissertation: “Study of the 
Influence of Culture, Religion, 
Masculinity and Vision 2030 on 
Changes to the Saudi Family 
Social Network on View of Saudi 
Males Who Have Had Education 
in the United States”
Adviser: Dr . Francis Broadway

Qianhui Liu
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BE, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Designing 
Hydrogen Bonding Polyesters, 
and Their Use for Enhancing 
Shape Fidelity of 3D Printed Soft 
Scaffolds .”
Adviser: Dr . Abraham Joy

Suqi Liu
Polymer Science
BS, Nanjing University
Dissertation: “Droplet-Jet Shape 
in Electrospinning: Real-Time 
Feedback Control of Nanofiber 
Diameter”
Adviser: Dr . Darrell Reneker

Brittany Pellegrene*
Polymer Engineering
BS, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Modification of 
Alkyd Resigns and Seed Oil 
Based Reactive Diluents for High 
Performance Coatings”
Adviser: Dr . Mark Soucek

Zebin Su
Polymer Science
BS, Peking University
Dissertation: “Design, Synthesis, 
and Self-Assembly of Giant 
Shape Amphiphiles with Precisely 
Controlled Compositions, 
Interactions, and Geometries via a 
Molecular Lego Approach”
Adviser: Dr . Stephen Cheng

Putu A Ditta Sarita Ustriyana
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
DDS, BDS, Universitas Indonesia
Dissertation: “Natural and 
Synthetic Biomacromolecules in 
Bone Biomineralization”
Adviser: Dr . Nita Sahai

twenty-one
*Summer 2019 Graduate



doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Abdulaziz M. Almarwani
Nursing
MSN, Daemen College; BSN, Applied 
Science University; DN, Saudi German 
Institute for Nursing
Dissertation: “The Relationship 
of Perceived Basic Psychological 
Needs for Health Behaviors and 
Medication Adherence in Saudi 
Arabian Patients with Coronary 
Artery Disease”
Adviser: Dr . Linda Shanks

Michelle J. Bowes*
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MAE, The University of Akron;  
BA, California State University, 
Northridge
Dissertation: “Psychological 
Adjustment, Relationship 
Satisfaction, and Communication 
in Bereaved Parents Using the 
Bowen Family Systems Theory”
Adviser: Dr . Karin Jordan

Noelle M. Chappelle*
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MSE, The University of Akron;  
BA, Pepperdine University
Dissertation: “The Impact of 
Trauma Upon the Self-Esteem of 
African American Adolescents 
and the Moderating Effect 
of Boundaries in the Parent-
Adolescent Relationship”
Adviser: Dr . Karin Jordan

Eman E. Tadros
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MS, Seton Hall University;  
BS, Northeastern University
Dissertation: “The Racial 
and Ethnic Differences of 
Self-Perceived Consensus of 
Coparenting Among Families 
with an Incarcerated Father”
Adviser: Dr . Rikki Patton

Xiaoteng Wang
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BE, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Nanoimprinting 
Directed Assembly of Polymer-
Grafted Nanoparticles in Polymer 
Thin Films”
Adviser: Dr . Alamgir Karim

Xuesi Yao
Polymer Science
BE, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Catalysis and 
Interfacial Electrochemistry for 
Carbon Dioxide Conversion: 
Operando Spectroscopic Study”
Adviser: Dr . Steven Chuang

Chi Zhang*
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BE, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Development 
of Functional Slippery Liquid 
Infused Surfaces with Enhanced 
Lifetime for Large Scale 
Productions”
Adviser: Dr . Nicole S . Zacharia

Ruimeng Zhang
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Design, Synthesis, 
and Self-assembly of Dendritic 
Rod-like Molecules with Precisely 
Controlled Compositions, 
Interactions, and Topologies”
Adviser: Dr . Stephen Cheng

Yihong Zhao
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Supramolecular 
Reinforcement of Elastomers 
Using Sheet Nanocrystals”
Adviser: Dr . Li Jia

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

doCtor of  
nursing PraCtiCe

Samantha Brigotti*
MSN, BSN, Ohio University
Dissertation: “Assessing 
Adherence to CDC Adult 
Gonorrhea Guidelines: A Quality 
Improvement Audit”
Adviser: Dr . Linda Shanks

Rachel E. Fruth
MS, Otterbein College;  
BSN, Bowling Green State University
Dissertation: “Effect of a  
Group Empowerment Program In 
Adolescent Girls”
Adviser: Dr . Christine  
Heifner Graor

Nicole A. Klonaris
MSN, BSN, Ursuline College;  
ADN, Cuyahoga Community College
Dissertation: “Screening for 
Substance Use Disorder in the 
Emergency Department”
Adviser: Dr . Carolyn Sutter

Melissa Stallings
MSN, Kent State University;  
BSN, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Nurse Practitioners’ 
Intent and Preparedness to Assist 
Adolescents with Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD) to Transition to 
College”
Adviser: Carrie Wissmar, DNP

twenty-two

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont .)
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College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

master of sCienCe in 
ChemiCal engineering
Austin Odei-Bosompem

master of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Erfan Agharazi
Amanda C . Idri
Gary Patrick Neffenger Jr .
Muge Pekersoy

master of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
engineering
Sadia Shahnoor Anis
Sai Krishna Gullapalli
Fubing Han
A N M Shahriyar Hossain
Venkata Sai Praneeth Karempudi
Padmini Lala*
Lakshmi Kalyani Mudragada
Kyungin Nam
Sainath Reddy Samireddy
Ali Topcu

master of sCienCe  
in engineering
Maggie Eppelheimer
Abel S . Pietros
Tarig Hyder Mekki Sadig
Daniel E . Shy

master of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering
Aslan Bafahm Alamdari
Adekunle Samuel Falola*
Prasanna Chaitanya Gadepalli
Xufeng Guo
Alaaddin Ibrahimy
Ian P . Kay
Benjamin E . Kittka
Ayse Ozen
Akshay Kumar Pakala
Daryl G . Philip
Emma L . Pierson*
Matthew Rabenold
Matthew T . Shaniuk
Anuradha A . Sharma
Alexander Sorin
Zachary D . Toom*

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Jarrod Tudor

master of arts  
in eduCation
Mary Elizabeth Cooke

Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Krystian R . Hall*
Assessment, Evaluation &  
Data Literacy

Marjorie K . Hartleben
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Makenzie A . Jones
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Sarah L . Mizak
Principalship

Allison M . Nagle
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Holly Marie Raita
Assessment, Evaluation &  
Data Literacy

Michelle D . Reed
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Kristina A . Rynties
Elementary Education – Literacy

Mary K . Theus*
Assessment, Evaluation &  
Data Literacy

master of sCienCe 
in CurriCulum and 
instruCtion
Akaree Anderson

Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Ryan C . Brotherton
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Carlos C . Childs
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Social Studies

Erin M . Corneliussen
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Mathematics

Laura M . Edwards
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Mariah C . Halasa
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Samantha J . Karas
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Kristin N . Sheldon
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Christopher Spruill
Multi-Age Physical Education 
Licensure

Justin J . Summers Sr .
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

James E . Willard Jr .
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Serena G . Williams
Special Education – Moderate/
Intensive Intervention Specialist

Nicole Michelle Wright
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

master of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Evan T . Gannon

Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Joseph J . Gimmarco Jr .
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Nicholas B . Harris
Principalship

Joseph A . Hay
Principalship

Kimberly Lynn Heffernan
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Benjamin G . Kruggel
Adolescent to Young Adult – Physics

twenty-three
*Summer 2019 Graduate

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 



twenty-four

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Interim Dean Ali Dhinojwala

master of  
Polymer sCienCe and 
Polymer engineering
Anuj R . Agrawal
Robert A . Balli
Bryan F . Hildenbrand

master of sCienCe
Hongdi Chen

Polymer Science
Ivan Dolog

Polymer Science

master of sCienCe in 
Polymer engineering
Sayyed Abed Hasheminasab
Marisa E . Tukpah

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

master of arts  
in eduCation
Christina Burr*

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Alexandra N . Byers

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Brayden Joseph Crider

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Jeffrey M . Danes

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Brandy M . Deem

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Angela M . Elliott

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Tawny Fisher

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Tamara L . Gabalski*

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Melinda A . Greenland

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Jennifer Guthrie

Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Catherine L . Hoover*
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kerry M . Jeric
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Shannon Kahle
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Bret M . Kalina
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Joseph Kury
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lianna C . Mueller
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Taylor E . Ogden*
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Tara J . Ross
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Alaina F . Roush
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nicolas M . Saluppo
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Janaya M . Schmidt
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Melissa K . Schmitt
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Jacob E . Schnall
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Quayla S . Simms*
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Alexandria N . Smith*
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Katarina N . Sprankle
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Rebecca L . Weakland
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Megan P . Whelchel*
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Grace E . Williamson
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

master of arts  
in sPeeCh – language 
Pathology
Patricia Yolanda Blyden*
Julia Kotterman

master of  
PuBliC health
Zarreen Farooqi
Joshua M . Scakacs
Sandra Vasenda

master of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Christian H . Allen

Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Mackenzie J . Andrews
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Brittany Glantz
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Brittany N . Gordon
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Reuben E . Green III
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Marc Haas
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Whitney R . Humphrey
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Robert J . Kelley
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Darryl E . Long Jr .
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Valentino V . McKenzie
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Jillian N . Milford
School Counseling

Thomas J . Owens
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Laura E . Rybka
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Astayla Spellman Lloyd
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

master of soCial work
Tracie R . Baxter-Wintrow

*Summer 2019 Graduate
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BaChelor of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering
Rashed S . Alqahtani
Mohammed H . Alshahrani

Cum Laude
Vincent E . Carey
Carter E . Dulaney
Matthew J . Evans
Mohammad A . Felemban
Abram L . Fuller

Magna Cum Laude
Zachary S . Gaumer
Johnathan M . Gilmore

Cum Laude
Safwan Hanif
Kolstin L . Hartzler

Magna Cum Laude
Jillian M . Hilenski

Cum Laude
Justin L . Janca
Mohammad I . Justanieah
Victoria J . Lehtimaki

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua E . Loveland
Donald K . Morrison
Nelson R . Okeke
James R . Paradise
Will M . Parkinson

Cum Laude
Benjamin A . Peters
Megan L . Sanok
Kyle J . Stevens
Aaron W . Urban
Joshua E . Verdier
Eric S . Winkler

Magna Cum Laude

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Jarrod Tudor

BaChelor of arts  
in eduCation
Taylor L . Brennan

Summa Cum Laude
Cory J . Catchpole
Rachel M . DelMedico
Sean A . Domonkos

Cum Laude
Minyon E . Durrah
Patrick J . Heckman
Grady R . Hoellrich
Anthony J . Ieraci
Connor D . McKeown
Danielle M . Nicholson

Cum Laude
Carson J . Norris

Magna Cum Laude
Ashley G . Peyton

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua M . Prentice
Dominic J . Ravanelli
Edward A . Sherwood II
Michael B . Shubert
Sydney L . Singleton

Cum Laude
Mark A . Wesolowski

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in BiomediCal 
engineering
Laura Juliana Azuero Castillo
Heather M . Gibson
Ian J . Hames

Cum Laude
Motaz Magdy M . Roshdy Hassan

Summa Cum Laude
Caitlyn A . Krahe
Victoria J . Lehtimaki

Summa Cum Laude
Paul R . McClellan
Sean P . Rich

Cum Laude
Pa Kou A . Xiong

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Bryce M . Anderson

Cum Laude
Michael T . Berger Jr .
Joseph V . Gironda
Matthew J . Kahle
Owusu Poku
Gonzalo A . Vargas

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in engineering
Julia Lynn Crone
Parker A . Spencer

twenty-five

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees



Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont .)

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Robert A . Agresta

Cum Laude
Cora A . Bair

Cum Laude
Lauren M . Bambauer

Cum Laude
Myranda M . Barak

Magna Cum Laude
Hannah E . Beane

Summa Cum Laude
Jessica Biennas
Sarah M . Bittinger
Ba Bler

Magna Cum Laude
Michaela K . Bloam
Hailey N . Booth

Cum Laude
Rachael M . Braman
Natalee Brodie
Salvatore G . Bucca Jr .
Nicole F . Camino
Martina N . Canzonetta

Magna Cum Laude
Tessa M . Casper

Summa Cum Laude
Caitlyn M . Chappell

Summa Cum Laude
Eryn N . Chincheck

Cum Laude
Sierra L . Clark
Kelsey L . Contreras

Cum Laude
Crystal D . DeCastro

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew J . Denham

Cum Laude
lazenka Dzindo

Summa Cum Laude
Klarissa I . Floom

Summa Cum Laude
Shelley M . Gamble

Magna Cum Laude
Jonnica M . Gardner
Eliza J . Goebel

Magna Cum Laude
Christine Mae Greathouse

Magna Cum Laude
Kayla R . Hamilton

Magna Cum Laude

Raichel H . Herte
Jasmine N . Holt

Cum Laude
Kevin A . Indermuhle

Magna Cum Laude
Macey Kelley

Summa Cum Laude
Harvey G . Kenworthy

Magna Cum Laude
Emma C . King

Magna Cum Laude
Amber M . Kosek

Magna Cum Laude
Holly M . Leatherman

Summa Cum Laude
Carley A . LoPorto

Summa Cum Laude
Emily J . Massie

Magna Cum Laude
Mariah J . McCloud

Magna Cum Laude
Myranda C . Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Katlyn J . Pearson

Summa Cum Laude
Maria Potter
Ashley M . Pruden
Theresa A . Rabbitts
Hannah K . Reed
Shane M . Robinson
Kelsie M . Schaer
Staci A . Stinespring

Summa Cum Laude
Stephanie G . Streicher

Summa Cum Laude
Katlyn A . Terrion

Summa Cum Laude
Emily D . Triplett

Summa Cum Laude
Baylie N . Vanhorn

Cum Laude
Elizabeth M . Walsh

Magna Cum Laude
Taylor M . West

Summa Cum Laude
Kessah N . Wolfe

Cum Laude
Megan E . Woods

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in teaChing and 
training teChniCal 
Professionals
Danielle Jean Bennett*

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

BaChelor of arts
Whitney R . Blair
Tayia L . Fowlkes
Megan N . Hoyt
Milanka Maric

Summa Cum Laude
Sydney M . Sines

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of arts/
soCial work
Sylvia D . Brown
Ronald Cross
Christopher A . Donohoe
Dominic S . Guilonard
Jeffrey T . Hill
Harmony P . Hodges

Cum Laude
Charles D . Jones Sr .
Erin T . Klubnik
Tracy J . Kohls
Terra C . Maroun

Summa Cum Laude
Tiana D . Mitchell

Cum Laude
Tamara Mobley*
Angela C . Morgan
Candie Nelson

Cum Laude
Margarita I . Padua
Ashlie S . Pethtel

Cum Laude
Corinne N . Plas

Summa Cum Laude
Emily C . Radanof

Cum Laude
Tristen Rutledge-McCohn
Caleb D . Steiner*
Amanda Wille

Summa Cum Laude
Cassandra D . Wisdom

BaChelor of arts  
in sPeeCh – language 
Pathology and 
audiology
Allison M . Pizzoferrato

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in dietetiCs
Hanna Mungo

twenty-six
*Summer 2019 Graduate



BaChelor of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Theo C . Barnes*
Steven Berch
Marie C . Collier

Magna Cum Laude
Christian O . Cook

Magna Cum Laude
Alexander T . Dailey
Jaquavis D . Dixon
Aleksander C . Dotson
Victor C . Furry

Magna Cum Laude
Antonio Gaines
Evan D . Grant
Matthew P . Hammond

Magna Cum Laude
Jessica C . Holzman
Tiron Jester
Devo’n E . Jones-Farhat
Megan L . Mercer

Cum Laude
Saige Patsolic
Cory M . Paul
Maurice L . Rivers Jr .
Shaquille M . Robinson
Gibson Siegrist
Dania A . Swails
Amanda J . Wightman

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in exerCise sCienCe
Zachary C . Burch
Darryl R . Chajon
Kamry D . Chapman
Queen-Amina Chijide
Marissa E . Citino
Andrew R . Clapper
Rachel A . Clark
Char’ta L . Cleggett

Cum Laude
Peyton M . Coffman

Cum Laude
Jonathan J . Georgiades

Cum Laude
Scott A . Grenig
Victoria R . Kanel

Summa Cum Laude
Randeep Kang
Alana M . Male
Ileia N . Nagelkirk

Summa Cum Laude
Brandon O’Neill
Tyler L . Ross
Marci Strickler
Kaitlyn E . Thomas
Coree N . Ullman

Magna Cum Laude
Braxton R . Wilson
Daniel L . Wolf

BaChelor of 
sCienCe in food and 
environmental 
nutrition
Ryan J . Brown

Magna Cum Laude
Kenna M . Fusillo
Maegan M . Jones
Jason A . Logan
Brenda A . Prifti

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in nursing
DeVonya L . Adamu

Cum Laude
Sakiru T . Adetunji

Cum Laude
Cha’Kia T . Brunner
Ranju Dahal (Pokharel)

Cum Laude
Cierra L . Daniels
Raquel Dauch
Natasa Dureinovic
Emily J . Jacob
Vasilija Jekic
Geeta Katel
Carissa B . Keim
Victoria Kersevan
Dominic V . Lastoria
Kaila Lovejoy-Graham
Vlad Malahimov
Stephanie L . Manhoff
Brook H . Mellis
Danial N . Melucci
Cheyenne R . Miller
Amanda M . Nagel
Sabrina M . Nenadal
Kimberly L . Newman
Mary E . Nicholls Pelley
Heather M . Peterson
Danielle Paige Priest
Samantha J . Rangel

Cum Laude
Brian W . Renner
Makenzie Rich

Magna Cum Laude
Abby L . Sayers
Taylor Shelton
Paige V . Thomas
Oleg Vasilevskiy
Tenise Williams
Stacy A . Zarn

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in resPiratory theraPy 
teChnology
Lisa L . Jones

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Dean Elizabeth A. Kennedy

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in automated 
manufaCturing 
engineering 
teChnology
Jacob D . Asmus
Steven A . Hanshaw

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPuter 
information systems
Saleh Saud M . Almutairi

Summa Cum Laude
Robert J . Batsch

Cum Laude
Gerald Bell
Samantha M . Brown
Steven A . Hill
Eli I . Jordan
Megan M . Keller
Michael C . Kestner
Spencer Mitchell
Matthew R . Moran
Clayton L . Morgan
Siegfried Ogbarmey-Tetteh
James M . Quinn
Oscar Sariles
Mark D . Slaby

Magna Cum Laude
Danielle D . St . Clair
Joshua E . Staraitis
Ryan M . Wallo
Paul Wesner
Quentin L . Wilkes

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in ConstruCtion 
engineering 
teChnology
Adrian R . Bivins
Kirk E . Breithaupt
Brent M . Cummings
Alex D . Huffman
Kurt M . Kalina
Jacob M . Karson
Matthew J . Konen

Summa Cum Laude
Bryan A . Needham
Ryan J . Ratajczyk
Brandon M . Ravine

Cum Laude
Brandon M . Wypasek

twenty-seven
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BaChelor of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
and eleCtroniC 
engineering 
teChnology
Stephen B . Kocsis

Magna Cum Laude
Oscar G . Martinez Jr .

Cum Laude
Gilbert L . Pryor Jr .
Jacob A . Weber
James G . Wise

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in emergenCy 
management and 
homeland seCurity
Bradford R . Bauer

Summa Cum Laude
Garrett P . Blevins

Summa Cum Laude
Jeremie A . Greenwell Jr .
Austin D . Holsinger
David J . Justus
Steven A . Kern

Magna Cum Laude
Eric S . Morrison
Nicholas C . Poghen

Cum Laude
Ryan Russell
Eric B . Vinborg
Yu-Min Wang

Cum Laude
Brennan H . Williams
Trevor A . Zorn

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering 
teChnology
Abdullah H . Alzahrani
Abdulrahman A . Alzahri
Mark A . Jaras
Benjamin D . Rice
Chris J . Schnitzer

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in organizational 
suPervision
Nannette M . Bassel

Magna Cum Laude
Charles J . Berg Jr .
Denis J . Bertrand V
Brooke M . Bloniarz
Tyler C . Bonina
Taylor L . Brady
Kalyn R . Brown*
Trevor B . Brown
Kourtney A . Burington*

Summa Cum Laude
Shamare C . Davis
Brian M . Faiola
Shawn M . Featherstone Jr .
Caitlyn R . Gademer*

Magna Cum Laude
Turner A . Herman
Cody R . Hutchison
Jimond R . Ivey
Nicholas A . Johns
Nicholas Kopczak

Cum Laude

Colton D . Lewis
Michael C . Lovano
Derek A . Lupyan
Christopher A . Lynch
Jacqueline E . Moenkhaus
Todd C . Norman
Danielle M . Parker
Tyler J . Preisse
Chelsea Pritchard
David A . Riley

Magna Cum Laude
Lisa A . Ruppert-Dies
Taylor R . Sara
Zachary B . Schmidt
Melissa R . Shaum
Scharmaine Shari Small
Lynn L . Smith*
Madison C . Smith
Riley L . Strickland
William A . Trapp

Magna Cum Laude
Kane’i J . Wharton
Jerry D . Williams III
Victoria A . Wojnicz

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin D . Zemanski

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
surveying and maPPing
Cody W . Crum
Drew J . Maglio

Summa Cum Laude
Robert L . Trimble III(4)

twenty-eight
*Summer 2019 Graduate

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont .)

(4)  Degree Being Awarded Posthumously



College of  
Applied Science 
and Technology
Founded 1964

Dean Elizabeth A. Kennedy

assoCiate of  
aPPlied Business in 
Business management 
teChnology
Darnell L . Ellis
Chloe Gaylord

With Highest Distinction
Theresa Holzopfel

With Highest Distinction
Michelle E . Jenson
Nathan C . Kelley
Samantha R . Luich
Danielle M . Parker

assoCiate of aPPlied 
Business in ComPuter 
information systems
Saleh Saud M . Almutairi

With Highest Distinction
Mehvish Baig

With Highest Distinction
Jerry M . Beckwith

With High Distinction
Ryan M . Dietrich
Matthew I . Dungee
Michael D . Haggerty

With Distinction
Jamal James
James M . Quinn
Michael J . Raffay
Aaron R . Simon
Jacoby M . Watts

assoCiate of  
aPPlied Business 
in hosPitality 
management
Kalandra Alherimi
Marrissa A . Blough

With High Distinction
Rachael K . Kosar

With Distinction
Amber S . Robinson
Maxwell C . Wagner
Shayla Ware
Brittany L . Wilson

With Distinction

assoCiate of  
aPPlied Business  
in marketing and  
sales teChnology
Elizabeth D . Garren
Richard W . Martin

assoCiate of 
aPPlied sCienCe 
in ConstruCtion 
engineering 
teChnology
Jacob D . Dawson

With High Distinction
William E . Hinkle
Jacob M . Karson
Kyle J . Perciak
Ryan J . Ratajczyk
Brandon M . Ravine

With Distinction
Erik J . Sophocleous
Jonathan M . Woodrich
Brandon M . Wypasek

assoCiate of 
aPPlied sCienCe in 
ConstruCtion  
field oPerations
William M . Shew II

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
and eleCtroniC 
engineering 
teChnology
Shane A . Barron
Justin M . Crissman

With Distinction
Nicholas P . Gremling
Dalton T . Lowe

With Distinction
Dylan J . Mccarley

With Distinction

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
emergenCy mediCal 
serviCes teChnology
Cody M . Duncan
Juliann M . Farley
Benjamin D . Koch
Matthew A . Watson

assoCiate of 
aPPlied sCienCe in 
fire ProteCtion 
teChnology
Matthew T . Kee

With Distinction
Maxwell R . Kumah

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe  
in land surveying
Tanner S . Hadorn
Chase C . Sommers

With Distinction
Timothy E . Stocker Jr .

With Distinction
Robert L . Trimble III(5)

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering 
teChnology
Abdulrahman N . Abanmi

With High Distinction
Saleh A . Alsaqqaf Sr .
Richard Fraley Jr .

With Distinction
Phillip R . Jackson III
Tyler D . Jones
Nicholas G . Ranft

assoCiate of arts
Hanna Bunger
Cameron S . Claborn
Christopher A . Lynch
Charles R . Perie Jr .

With Distinction
Nicole D . Perkins
Denise M . Pistek
Bruce A . Riebau

With High Distinction
Richard J . Santucci

With High Distinction
Jose J . Terrones
Crystal L . Veal-Brown
Victoria A . Wojnicz

With High Distinction
Kaylan E . Yaceczko

assoCiate of sCienCe
Sahar Abdullah N . Albishi*
Nicholas J . Beule
Brett R . Ferrell
Daniel M . Pavlich

With Highest Distinction
Bhagat Pokhrel
Benjamin D . Zemanski

With Distinction

assoCiate of  
teChniCal study
Michael J . Clinton
Eric L . Parker
Collin G . Wilson

twenty-nine
*Summer 2019 Graduate

Candidates for Associate Degrees

(5) Degree being awarded posthumously



assoCiate of arts
Mackenzie A . Albaugh
Allison E . Bell
Tarah A . Eastwood

With High Distinction
Rainelle Elliott
Stephanie Fairchild
Victoria Furin

With High Distinction
Raquel E . Miller

With Highest Distinction
Christian T . Sheers

With High Distinction
Kimberly A . Tobias

assoCiate of sCienCe
Julia A . Britton

With High Distinction
Ashley E . Brown
Kara M . Conn
Christa A . Conway
Melissa D . Horrisberger

With High Distinction
Alexander J . Lukezic
Michaela G . Perv
Lindsey L . Rogers
Douglas M . Rudy

With Highest Distinction
Melissa R . Shaum
Joshua L . Stevenson
Jaycie A . Stoller

With High Distinction

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
healthCare simulation 
teChnology
Abbie A . Kiger

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
mediCal assisting 
teChnology
Erica R . Blevins

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
surgiCal teChnology
Devin L . Ardner
Amanda L . Jenkins

Wayne College
Founded 1972

Dean Jarrod Tudor

assoCiate of  
aPPlied Business in 
Business management 
teChnology
Matthew R . Horton
Jason A . Meininger

assoCiate of  
aPPlied Business  
in health Care  
offiCe management
Tandra N . Knaff
Carly Koncz

With High Distinction

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe  
in exerCise sCienCe 
teChnology
Charity R . Graham
Samuel S . Punchak

With High Distinction

assoCiate of 
aPPlied sCienCe in 
ParaProfessional 
eduCation
Sean M . Corp

thirty
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 Recognition of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

Established in 1918

The following cadets are commissioned as Second Lieutenants on December 14, 2019:

united states army
Charles W . Kirkpatrick
Nicholas C . Poghen

This program is not an official graduation list . 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not  completing  graduation 
requirements . All honors indicated in this program are tentative . Official degree honors for diplomas and 
 transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported . This printed  program, therefore, should not 
be used to  dete rmine a student’s  academic or degree status . The University’s official registry for  conferral of 
degrees is the student’s  permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208 .

Commencement Video Recording
Order commencement video online at www .akron .edu/registrar/graduation/comm-video-order .dot . 
Cost is $25 per DVD, the deadline for ordering is January 31, 2020 .

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www .gradimages .com .

Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the dropdown menu . If you need  
additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department at 800-261-2576 or  
email giservice@gradimages .net .
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 .Statue of John R . Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee 
of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).



thirty-four

The Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s  student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nBc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.
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Campus Map Indicating 
Photo Opportunity Locations

CAMPUS PHOTO LOCATIONS:
The following locations are for popular graduation photos. Snapchat Geofilters are 
available for all except the clock towers.

1 EJ Thomas Hall fountain
2 Chihuly Sculpture
3 UA “coin” and gardens

4 John R. Buchtel statue
5 Buchtel Hall steps
6 Coleman Commons

7 Recreation and Wellness Center arches
8 One of the clock towers
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The University of Akron: A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small liberal  
arts college in Akron in 1870 and named it after one of the city’s 
prominent industrialists, John R . Buchtel . It was Buchtel who led a 

group of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build 
the college . On July 4, 1871, thousands of citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College .

Both a visionary and pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city is 
closely tied to the proximity of a high-quality institution of higher education . 
Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he helped to launch, 
have proven him right . 

Today, The University of Akron continues to invigorate the region,  
providing top-ranked and in-demand degree programs ranging from associate 
through doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, sciences, health care, engineering, 
business, law, education and more . Students gain real-world experience 
through internships, co-ops, study abroad and other career-focused learning 
opportunities . 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and classified at the highest 
level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution, the University 
serves students from all over the country and world through 11 colleges and 
schools on the main campus and through satellite campuses in Lakewood, 
Medina, Millersburg and Orrville . Today, more than 179,000 of its alumni 
live and work around the globe .
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